ZIMBABWE WEST UNION CONFERENCE

Adapting Sidewalk Evangelism To The Zimbabwe West
Union Setting



CSE - City Sidewalk Evangelism
I C - Interest Coordinator
PMD- Personal Ministries Directors

Objectives of this Presentation
1. To explore the concept of sidewalk evangelism, and the
strategies of reaching people in their everyday environments
without disturbing their programs. (Ethiopian Eunuch)
2. To examine the strategies of adapting CSE to our setting.

What Is Sidewalk Evangelism or Street Evangelism?

Side walk evangelism is a method of sharing the Gospel with people
in public places, such as sidewalks, streets, parks, or other areas
with high foot traffic.
¢ Its goal is to engage people in conversations about their
spiritual beliefs and share the message of Jesus Christ with
them.
+¢ It is an outreach method that takes the gospel message to
the streets, engaging people where they live, work, and
socialize.
¢ Reaching people where they are without disturbing their
programs.

GETTING STARTED

Prepare for Sidewalk Evangelism in your church by following these
simple steps:

Secure church board approval

Determine your Bible study format and preferred resources
Determine your Sidewalk Evangelism schedule

Determine the location of your Bible study meetings
Obtain invitation cards and study resources

Orient and train Sabbath School classes or other teams
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THE STRUCTURE FOR RUNNING CSE

CSE Coordinator At Conference

Conference PMD

District

Disrict Pastor/
PMD Disctict
Coordinator

CSE Coordinator for
Local Church

Personal Ministries
Director

The coordinator for sidewalk Evangelism at conference level is the
conference Personal Ministries Director. At district level it is the
District Pastor but he may choose to work with his District
Coordinator for Personal Ministries. At the local church level, the
ESC coordinator is the Personal Ministries Director.

The following is the Sidewalk Evangelism assessment form to be
completed at local church level and the PMD sends it to the District
Pastor who finally submits it to the Conference PMD after every 2
weeks.



SIDEWALK EVANGELISM REPORTING FORM

Conference:

District

Name of Pastor
Number of Churches:
Name of

1

Total number of Invitation
distributed per quarter/cycle.

2 Total number of members involved.

3 Date on which the meeting was held
(start & end date)

4 Total number of visitors attended
the meeting.

5 Total number of individuals
completed the Bible studies.

6 Total number of Baptism decisions

made, if any.

¢ Please share/attach photos and video testimonials from the
members and visitors and how they benefited by participating in
the SIDEWALK Evangelism.

¢ Please share what you liked about implementing SIDEWALK
Evangelism the most.

+¢ Please share some practical challenges you faced while
implementing the SIDEWALK Evangelism.

¢ Sidewalk Evangelism follows 4 steps
1. Pray
2. Mingle
3. Invite
4. Study
1. Pray- Every morning the child of God should pray that God
would lead them to someone in whose life God has started




working to prepare them for receiving the word when it 1s
shared with them.

2. Mingle- Every Christian should mingle (socialize) with people
as salt mingles with food. It is in mingling with people that the
messenger of the gospel gains their confidence before sharing
the word.

3. Invite- After gaining their confidence the messenger of the
gospel can then invite them for Bible Study.

4. Study- Bible Study is central in City Sidewalk Evangelism.

CSE Strategies of Reaching People with the Gospel
1. Share literature (An Hour With Your Bible, Books like “Steps
To Christ”, the “Great Controversy”. Share with those people
that are close to you. After building relations with people and
gaining their confidence, you share the book and ask them the
following questions:
¢ What lessons have you learnt from this book?
¢ What have you enjoyed in the book?
2. Literature evangelist
In sidewalk evangelism, a Literature Evangelist (LE) plays a
vital role in sharing the Gospel and distributing Christian
literature to people in public areas. Here are some key
responsibilities of a Literature Evangelist in sidewalk
evangelism:

Literature Distribution

+» Distribute Christian literature : Share Christian books,
magazines, and tracts with people in public areas, such as
sidewalks, parks, and shopping centres.

¢ Offer literature at no cost: Provide literature free of charge,
allowing people to access spiritual resources without
financial burden.

Evangelism and Witnessing



¢ Engage in conversations: Initiate conversations with
people, sharing personal testimonies and the Gospel
message.

¢ Share Bible verses and stories: Use Bible verses and
stories to illustrate spiritual principles and answer
questions.

¢ Pray with people: Offer to pray with individuals, providing
spiritual support and guidance.

Building Relationships and Follow-up

+¢ Build relationships: Establish relationships with people,
listening to their concerns and providing support.

¢ Follow up with interests: Follow up with individuals who
have shown interest in spiritual topics, providing
additional resources and support.

Collaboration with Church and Community
¢ Collaborate with local churches: Work with local churches
to distribute literature, share resources, and support
evangelistic efforts.
¢ Partner with community organizations: Partner with
community organizations to reach a broader audience and
provide support services.
By fulfilling these roles, Literature Evangelists play a vital part
in sidewalk evangelism, sharing the Gospel and distributing
Christian literature to people in public areas.

3. Enroll those close to us to VOP. Encourage those that you have
befriended to study every VOP lesson. Ask them if they have
questions about the lessons that they read. Your responses to
their questions need to be reinforced with Bible verses.

4. Conduct Bible Studies in small groups.

s Every local church should be organized into small groups
in order to conduct Bible Studies.

¢ There are people who have difficulties in presenting Bible
lessons.



¢ Once these have established relations and gained
confidence of their Bible Study prospects, they go for
Bible studies taking with them those that are gifted in this
area.
¢ Small group bible studies afford the best opportunity to
train others on how to conduct bible studies and how to
lead people to Christ.
Bible Study In Small Groups
Sharing the Gospel through small groups in sidewalk
evangelism can be an effective way to build relationships and
introduce people to Jesus Christ. Here's a step-by-step guide to
help you share the Gospel through small groups in sidewalk
evangelism:

Preparation

¢ Pray and prepare spiritually: Before heading out, pray for
guidance, wisdom, and boldness to share the Gospel.

¢ Choose a location: Select a busy sidewalk or public area
where you can easily engage with people.

¢ Go to houses of the your friends, your relatives, your
school mates, your work mates and other

¢ Gather materials: Bring Bibles, Gospel tracts, and any
other relevant materials to support your conversations.

¢ Recruit a team: Invite friends or fellow church members to
join you in sidewalk evangelism.

Initiating Conversations

¢ Start with a friendly approach: Smile, make eye contact,
and greet people warmly.

¢ Use conversation starters: Ask open-ended questions,
such as "How's your day going?" or "What brings you to
this area?"

¢ Listen actively: Pay attention to people's responses and
show genuine interest in their lives.



Sharing the Gospel in Small Groups

¢ Form a small group: Invite 2-3 people to join you for a
brief discussion.

¢ Introduce the topic: Explain that you'd like to discuss
something important and ask if they're open to hearing
about it.

¢ Share a personal testimony: Briefly share your personal
story of how you came to know Jesus Christ.

¢ Present the Gospel: Clearly and concisely present the
Gospel message, using Bible verses to support your points.

¢ Use the Bible: Read relevant Bible passages, such as
Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, and John 3:16.

*» Emphasize God's love: Highlight God's love and desire
for a personal relationship with each person.

¢ Encourage questions and discussion: Invite group
members to ask questions and engage in a discussion.

¢ Provide a clear call to action: Explain the next steps for
someone who wants to accept Jesus Christ as their
Saviour.

Follow-up and Next Steps

*» Exchange contact information: Ask if you can follow up
with them and exchange contact information.

+¢ Invite them to church: Invite them to attend a church
service or small group Bible study.

+» Offer additional resources: Provide additional resources,
such as a Bible or a Christian book, to support their
spiritual journey.

Tips and Reminders

+ Be respectful and sensitive: Be mindful of people's
backgrounds, beliefs, and values.

¢ Be prepared to answer questions: Be equipped to answer
common questions and objections to the Gospel.



¢ Keep it simple and clear: Avoid using jargon or
complicated theological concepts.

¢ Focus on building relationships: Prioritize building
relationships and trust with people over simply presenting
the Gospel.

¢ By following these steps and tips, you can effectively
share the Gospel through small groups in sidewalk
evangelism.

Sharing audio sermons & lessons
Meeting needs (Never wait for church organized programs)
Through VOP (Printing 20 thousand VOP Booklets)

Bible Studies (In home, work places & other public places)
Every local church to have a witnessing team. The purpose of
this witnessing team is to follow-up on Bible Study prospects,
enrolling them with VOP school and studying the Bible with
them. This witnessing team impart and equips the inexperienced
members with witnessing and Bible study skills. Those that are
inexperience in Bible study are trained on the job as they move
around houses and other public place conducting Bible studies.
10. Bible workers study the Bible with prospects.

11. Online programs

R

Sources of Bible Study Prospects In CSE
Mingling with people, and taking part in their daily activities, just as
Christ did.
¢ Connecting with people over games
¢ Mingling with people while playing basketball and exercising at
a public gym.
¢ Developed friendships with those they met by sharing meals at
restaurants, listening, and sympathizing, just as Christ did.

How We Get Bible Study Prospects
1. The Personal Ministries Director & and Interest
Coordinator should collect names of Bible study prospects
from church members within the local church. Encourage
church members to give names of people who are close to



them to the PMD and Interest Coordinator. These people
are then followed up with Bible Studies and VOP lessons.
. Church members to be encouraged to submit to the Interest
Coordinator and PMD the names of their relatives, friends,
workmates, schoolmates & neighbors so that they are
followed up with Bible Studies.
. When elders/pastors do visitation in homes they identify
non- Adventists and have them followed up with VOP
lessons and Bible Studies.
. The PMD and Interest coordinator record names of people
that are assisted during the Community services programs.
These recorded names are followed up with Bible studies.
. The following programs can be a source Bible Study
prospects:

¢ Family life retreats

¢ Sabbath School Guest Days

¢ Cooking schools by Dorcas

¢ Prayer & Breakfast meetings by Woman’s Ministries

¢ Short courses are offered in Centers of Influence
. Every department to give to Interest Coordinator (IC) and
PMD the names of Non-Adventists that they minister to.
The Zonal leaders to give names of Bible Study prospects
to the IC and the PMD and then arrange for VOP and
Bible Studies. Revive Zonal sections/mid-week meetings
and keep a register of prospective members, former
members and church members.
. Revive action units and follow-up on prospective
members/SS guests

Duties of the Interest Coordinator
¢ Keeping an organized list of all interests received
by the church.
¢ Assisting the pastor and chairperson of the
personal ministries council in enlisting and
recruiting qualified members for follow-up
service.



s Presenting to the board a monthly report on the
number of interests received and followed up.
When an interest is sufficiently developed, it
should be shared with the pastor. (p.91Church
Manual)

How to Treat &Follow Up on SS Guests

l.

2.

N

10.

Sabbath School should keep an up-to-date register of
Sabbath visitors.

The Sabbath School secretory should work with the local
church Interest Coordinator in following up on special
guests or visitors.

. Use small groups and action units to conduct Bible studies

with interests.
Visit the interests to pray with them and build
relationships, as soon as possible. (calls & personal visits)

. Treat all visitors with dignity. (eat& sit with them)

Every Sabbath school must be like a guest day.

. Avoid interrogating or staring at the guests. If possible,

try to have the one who invited them or the one sitting next
to them supply their details.

Try to use personalized invites to call people for special
days like Guest Day.

As much as possible try to make thank you calls or send
thank you cards to those who will have visited on
Sabbath.

Avoid calling them “Non-Adventist visitors,” as this
tends to imply that they are just visiting or passing through
and not there to stay. Try to find better terms of welcoming
them, e.g., special guests.

How To Work on the Ground
1. The IC and PMD compile a register of church members with
names of people that they have prepared for Bible study.
2. The IC & PMD assign the Bible study prospects to individual
church members or small groups who will study the Bible with

them.



3. The IC & PMD should receive a weekly report of:
¢ How many households were reached with Bible studies
each week,
¢ How many Bible studies were conducted,
s How many people are ready for baptism? etc

Various Forms of Sidewalk Evangelism
One-on-one conversations
¢ Evangelists approach individuals or small groups and engage
them in conversations about their faith.
2.Distribution of literature
¢ Evangelists distribute tracts, pamphlets, or other materials that
share the Gospel message.

Benefits of Sidewalk Evangelism

1. Reaching the unchurched
Sidewalk evangelism can help reach people who may not attend
church or be exposed to the Gospel through other means.

2. Building relationships
Sidewalk evangelism can provide opportunities to build
relationships with people and share the Gospel in a more
personal way.

3. Encouraging evangelism (Live as loving witnesses)
Sidewalk evangelism can encourage believers to share their faith
and provide a platform for evangelism.(Not confined to church
buildings and tents)

PRESENTING THE GOSPEL IN A CONVERSATIONAL
MANNER

¢ CSE allows for spontaneous conversations and opportunities
for sharing the gospel in_everyday settings. (weave Christ into
every conversation)

s Witnesses should develop skills of presenting the gospel in a
conversational manner. 1t is natural for your faith to come out
in how you talk, no matter what you are talking
about. (politicians)




¢ Lifestyle evangelism means developing a life-style that enables
gospel conversations to flow naturally through all the
relationships and interactions we have with people. (MUN
CITY)

¢ Witnessing should be seen as a process that takes place
everywhere, all the time, not an event that is confined to certain
places and times. (salt every conversation with Christ)

Growing People in Christ

This must not be left to chance and accident

The ultimate aim of the disciple maker is to grow the character
of the disciple through imparting to them information, skills and
character

Each local asscmbly of bellevers should seck to practice

Balanced Discipleship

(BOTH Per al & Corp discipleship
are nceded for healthy spiritual growth)

PERSONAL DISCIPLESHIP CORPORAIE DISCIPLESHIP
(Vitally needed, (Needed, but typically insufficient by
but frequently neglected) itself to produce the desired results)
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Personal Work of a Disciple Maker (Spiritual Parent)
¢ Pray with you disciple/ spiritual child
+¢ Study the Bible with them (Your spiritual child)
¢ Encourage them to attend church and mid-week prayer meetings
¢ Economically empower them where possible.
¢ Open your life to your disciple let them observe how you live
out your Christian life.




Corporate Role of the Church/Departments
¢ Church boards seem to have lost their main function which is to
“Ensure that there is an active, ongoing discipleship plan in
place, which includes both spiritual nurture and outreach
ministries. (Church Manual 19" Addition)

Spiritual Parenting

¢ Parents do not leave the work of parenting to the church

¢ Attending church programs alone is not enough every new
believer should be assigned a spiritual parent who will model
the Christian life to them.

¢ Discipling is personal, intentional, takes place within a loving
relational context

¢ Disciples are not mass produces it takes time to produce them

How do we make disciples?
¢ Training on the job
¢ Pairing new believers with mature ones
¢ The nurturing kit will be given to the newly baptized (it
comprises a Bible, Stewardship Booklet, Bible Doctrines
Booklet)
¢ We are not only reporting baptisms by also number of workers.

Prepared By Ps Lulama Tshuma
Zimbabwe West Union
Conference



